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TO  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen,  V V J / 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  t rSj^£2^P-/A957 » 
which  has  been  prepared  jointly  with  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  year  was  not  notable  for  any  spectacular  advances  in 
respect  of  matters  concerning  Public  Health,  but  nevertheless  it  would 
be  quite  wrong  to  assume  that  little  was  in  fact  accomplished.  On  the 
contrary  a very  great  deal  of  unobtrusive  but  necessary  foundational 
negotiation  and  investigation  was  performed  which  will  bear  valuable 
fruit  in  due  time.  One  need  only  refer  to  the  preparations  for 
obtaining  an  adequate  and  pure  water  supply  for  the  district  to  illus- 
trate this  point. 

During  the  summer  of  1957  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
occured  in  the  area.  Five  persons,  all  belonging  to  the  same  family, 
were  affected.  Two  of  the  cases  were  moderately  serious.  The 
infecting  organism  was  staphyloccal  and  was  carried  by  pressed  beef. 

I am  glad  to  say  this  meat  was  not  purchased  in  our  area;  the  area 
concerned  was  notified  of  the  infection. 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  Acute  Polio-Meyelitis 
is  being  carried  out  in  the  area  by  the  School  Medical  Offioer  and  I am 
glad  to  report  that  the  response  of  parents  to  the  scheme  seems  to  be 
very  satisfactory. 


RICHARD  H.  JOBSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1.  Statistics  of  the  area 


Area  (in  acres)  51. 892 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to 

Rate  Book  1957)  683 

Population 2,190 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  3i.i2.57.)  £10,334 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £40 


2.  Vital  Statistics 

. (a)  Live  Births  (legitimate)  . 

" " (illegitimate)  

TOTALS 


Total  Male  Female 

'4i  21  20 

JL - 1_ 

42  21  21 


(b)  Still  Births  (legit  and  lllegit) 


(c)  Infant  Mortality 

Ti)  Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
(ii)  " « » " 4 weeks 

(iii)  11  from  puerperal  causes 


1 

1 


1 

1 


(d) 


Causes  of  death  - Statistics  provided  by  the  Registrar  General 

Total  Male  Female 


10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 

14,  Other  u and  Lymphatic  neoplasms  2 

7.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  J 

18.  Coronary  disease  angina  4 

20.  Other  heart  disease  7 

21.  11  Circulatory  disease  1 

24.  Bronchitis  2 


4 
3 

5 

r- 

1 


1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 
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(d)  Causes  of  death  (Cont'd.) 


29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Total 

1 

Male 

1 

Female 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

1 

- 

1 

26 

14 

12 

3.  Infectious  Disease 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Cases  admitted 

Disease  Total  Cases  Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  1 - - 

Measles  7^  - 

4.  Tuberculosis 

The  County  Medical  Officer  deals  with  all  aspects  of  this  disease. 

5.  national  Health  Service  Act,  1946 » 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority  for  the  execution 
of  this  Act. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Hereford  and  the  Public  Analyst's  Laboratory  at  Carmarthen, 

Due  to  the  difficulty  of  communications  with  Aberystwyth, 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  here  is  seldom  (if  ever)  used. 

(b)  Ambulance  Services 

The  County  Ambulance  headquarters  are  at  the  County 
Hospital,  Llandrindod  Wells.  This  ambulance  has  to  be  used 
even  when  cases  are  being  sent  out  of  the  County,  principally 
to  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford. 

(c)  Dental  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

These  facilities  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

(d)  Child  Welfare 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  at  Walton,  and  is  attended 
monthly  by  the  District  Medical  Officer. 


The  following  portion  of  the  report  has  been  compiled  by  the 

Public  Health  Inspect  or 

Water  Supplies 

(a)  General  - No  undue  shortages  of  water  were  experienced  throughout 
the  district,  but  with  the  modernisation  of  existing  old  properties, 
and  the  erection  of  new  houses,  the  demand  for  water  would  exceed 
existing  available  supplies.  This  is  occurring  in  New  Radnor  parish 
now. 

Samples  of  both  public  and  private  water  supplies  have  been  taken  and 
submitted  for  analysis.  Where  necessary,  advice  has  been  given  so  as 
to  improve  and  maintain  a satisfactory  water  supply. 

(b)  New  Radnor  (Extended)  Scheme  - This  scheme  is  for  the  abstraction  of 
water  from  stream  in  Harley  Valley,  to  supply  consumers  in  the  parishes 
of  New  Radnor,  Walton  andWomaston,  Old  Radnor  and  Burlingjobb,  and 
parts  of  adjoining  parishes.  All  necessary  plans,  etc.  have  been 
drawn  up  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  the  Council  are  awaiting 
confirmation  of  the  Abstraction  Order. 
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(c)  Llandegley  and.  Penybont  Scheme  - This  is  a joint  scheme  with  the 
Rhayader  R.D.C.  for  obtaining  water  from  the  Birmingham  aqueduct. 

Work  on  this  scheme  has  been  commenced  and  is  progressing  satis- 
factorily. 

(d)  Franksbridge  Scheme  - This  scheme  is  for  the  abstraction  of  water 
from  a well  sited  close  to  the  River  Edw  and  pumping  same  to  a 
reservoir,  thus  affording  a gravity  supply  to  consumers.  On  the 
advice  of  the  Consulting  Engineers  a trial  hole  was  excavated  to 
a depth  of  8 feet  near  to  the  River  Edw.  Whilst  samples  taken 
from  this  trial  hole  were  reasonably  satisfactory,  there  was  not 
sufficient  water  available.  In  order  to  obtain  a more  plentiful 
supply  the  Council  were  advised  to  excavate  trial  hole  another 

4 feet.  Whilst  the  Council  were  apprehensive  as  to  whether  a 
more  plentiful  supply  of  water  could  be  obtained  in  this  manner, 
they  agreed  to  proceed  with  this  further  excavation. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  Disposal 

Two  small  sewerage  disposal  plants  are  in  operation  in  the 
district  dealing  with  sewage  from  Council  housing  estates.  Remainder 
of  district  is  drained  into  septic  tanks /s oakaways . 

During  part  of  the  year  continual  complaints  were  received 
regarding  offensive  smells  emanating  from  one  of  these  disposal  plants 
sited  in  Evenjobb.  Some  properties,  not  draining  into  it,  are  in  the 
direct  line  of  prevailing  winds,  and  resultant  smell  that  is  carried  with 
them.  Whilst  it  is  readily  agreed  that  this  disposal  plant  has  been 
badly  sited,  every  effort  is  being  made  to  minimise  offensive  smell  from 
same  by  (l)  having  settlement  tank  emptied  each  year;  and  (2)  encouraging 
the  growth  of  shrubs,  etc,  around  this  disposal  plant. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  the  installation  of  a new  sewerage 
disposal  plant  in  the  village  of  Llandegley.  This  plant  will  receive 
effluent  from  new  council  houses  and  also  existing  school  and  old 
properties  when  they  are  modernised. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by  private 
contractor.  A monthly  collection  is  maintained  from  all  properties 
situated  beside  the  classified  roads.  Disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping  on  three  separate  sites. 

Rodent  Control 


The  Council's  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  jointly  with  Kington 
U.D.C.  A systematic  survey  of  the  district  is  carried  out  and  all 
infestation  discovered  are  treated.  Dwelling  houses  receive  a free 
service  but  treatments  to  business  premises  (including  farms)  are  chargeable. 

Housing 

(a)  Council  Houses  - The  total  number  of  Council  houses  in  the  district 

is  36.  Plans  have  been  drawn  up  and  tenders  invited  for  the  erection 
of  a further  6 traditional  type  terrace  houses  in  the  village  of 
Llandegley. 

(b)  Improvement  Grants  - During  the  year  the  Council  have  given  approval 
to  7 improvement  grants  totalling  a sum  of  £1,437. 

Several  farm  houses  have  also  been  repaired  and  improved  with  the 
aid  of  grants  from  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee.  Satisfactory 
co-operation  with  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  is  being  main- 
tained in  regard  to  the  improvement  of  farm  dwellings. 

(c)  Housing  Survey  - A full-time  official  has  been  appointed  (jointly  working 
with  Kington  U.D.  and  Weobley  R.D. ) to  carry  out  the  housing  survey  in 
the  area.  One  month  in  every  four  months  is  being  spent  in  this  dis- 
trict . 
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(&)  Caravan  Sites  - Some  individual  caravan  sites  have  "been  developed 
in  the  district  mainly  for  use  as  permanent  houses,  These  are  all 
well  maintained. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Food  Premises  - Total  number  of  food  premises  in  district  is  17, 
made  up  as  follows 


Butchers  Shop  1 

Bakehouse  1 

* Grocery  Stores  7 

Public  Houses  8 


Total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  is  34. 

improvements  are  continually  being  carried  out  to  these 
properties  and  in  particular  complete  new  drainage  and  disposal 
plants  have  been  installed  at  the  bakery  and  one  public  house. 

(b)  Section  l4,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  193&  - Total  number  of  premises 
registered  is  6,  made  up  as  follows: - 

Premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream 

(only  pre-packed  ice  cream  is  sold)  5 

Premises  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of 

sausages,  etc.  ,1 

Total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  is  12. 

(c)  Meat  and  other  Foods  - There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district.  All  meat  that  is  retailed  in  butchers  shop  or  from  vans 
coming  into  the  district  is  slaughtered  outside  the  district  and 
inspected  before  it  leaves  the  slaughterhouses. 

(d)  Milk  Supply  - All  dairy  premises  in  the  district  are  occupied  by 
produc er / wholes aler , and  they  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Humber  of  mechanical  Factories  5 

Humber  of  non-mechanical  Factories  7 

Humber  of  inspections  12 


* 


